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Primary Curriculum  
 

Subject knowledge and skills are taught as part of a wider topic based curriculum. This allows pupils to make useful links between 
areas of learning, and consolidate skills.  
 
 In Year 5 we have developed a new thematic curriculum to deliver the National 
Curriculum  and other aspects of the school curriculum, including PHSE and Religious Education. 
 

English - Where possible links will be made with literacy genres, fiction and non-fiction books, guided reading books, and poetry as 

this has been shown to develop the thematic approach, and deepen learning and engagement.  
Maths -There is less opportunity for linking Maths to topics, but where possible, areas of maths like data handling and measures 

will be linked where appropriate for pupils and to support Maths learning. 

 
Thematic Curriculum 

 
 

Year 5 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer2 

 Mountains and rivers Tudors Frozen Worlds The History of Ancient 
Greece 
 
 

Sports and Olympics Earth and Space and 
Beyond 

Texts Fiction: 
The Wind in the 
Willows 
 
Non-fiction: 
River Story 
 

Fiction: 
The Secret Diary 
of Thomas 
Snoop: Tudor Boy 
Spy 
 
Non-fiction: 
What’s So Special 
About 
Shakespeare? 
 

Fiction: 
Pugs of the 
Frozen North 
 
Non-fiction: 
Ice Trap! 

Fiction: 
Greek Myths 
 
Non-fiction: 

So you think 
you’ve got it bad? 
A kid’s life in 
Ancient Greece. 

Fiction: 
The Fastest Boy 
in the World 
 
Non-fiction: 
The Story of the 
Olympics 

Fiction: 
The Jamie Drake 
Equation 
 
Non-fiction: 
The Skies Above 
My Eyes 
 



Page 3 of 7 

Science Pure substances & 
mixtures 
 
Changes of state 
 
Identifying and grouping 
everyday 
materials 
 

Living things can be 
classified according to 
observable features  
 
 

Living things exhibit 
variation and adaptation 
and these may lead to 
evolution.  
 

Electricity  The human body has a 
number of systems, 
each with its own 
function   
 

Light & sound can be 
reflected & absorbed 
and enable us to see & 
hear  

History Great Explorers in our 
history 

The Tudors 
Historical understanding 
make links between 
events and changes; 
giving reasons for them 
and explaining the 
result. 
 
Examine periods in 
world history; identifying 
contrasts with and 
influences on British 
society at the time. 
 
 

Local History study  
Discuss  the impact of 
significant historical 
events, people and 
places in their own 
locality making links 
with changes in national 
life 
 

The History of Ancient 
Greece 
Historical understanding 
understands abstract 
terms such as empire, 
civilisation, parliament 
and peasantry. 
(propaganda) 
 
 
Analyse sources of 
information for his/her 
accuracy, usefulness 
and relevance and 
combines them to 
answer questions. 
 
examine artefacts and 
explain what they show 
us about that time in 
history. 
 

The history of the 
Olympics 

The Development of 
Space Travel. 
 
 
 

Geography Coasts, Rivers and 
Mountains 

 Frozen Worlds  
 

Sports and Olympics   

Art Collage 
Collage two rivers 
showing the effects of 
pollution to express 
mood and emotion 
justifying the materials 
they have chosen. 
 

Painting 
Paint a Tudor-style 
house after learning 
about the architecture of 
Tudor houses. Selecting 
colours, sizes of brush 
and a detailed painting 
technique to create a 

Drawing Collage 
Collage the Greek 
Parthenon and learn 
about Phidias (who 
designed and built the 
original structure) using 
coloured paper to create 
a background 

Printing Sculpture 
Create a 3D form papier 
mache sculpture of a 
planet combining 
materials to add texture 
in a range of scales to 
represent the different 
planets. 
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Drawing 
Sketch four of the 
mountains practising 
different skills: using 
marks and lines to 
produce texture and 
experimenting with 
adding shading. Draw a 
final mountain 
combining all the skills 
learnt. 

realistic image. overlaying art straws for 
the architectural 
structure. 

D&T Coasts, Rivers and 
Mountains 
The Water Wheel 
(Industry) 
Design 
- Use research 
to develop afunctional 
product fit for purpose. - 
Generate and develop 
their ideas using 
exploded diagrams. 
Make - Select from and 
use a range of tools and 
equipment to perform 
practical tasks.  

Tudors 
Tudor Rose – textiles 
(history) Design - Use 
research and developed 
design criteria to inform 
the design of innovative, 
functional, appealing 
products that are fit for 
purpose, aimed at 
particular individuals or 
groups. -  

Frozen Worlds The History of Ancient 
Greece 
 
Design a functional 
Trojan horse which 
turning wheels. - 
Generate annotated 
sketches and create 
prototype. Draw a 
labelled sketch of the 
Trojan horse with 
materials and features 
 

Sports and Olympics  Earth and Space and 
Beyond 
Model Solar System 
Make 
- Select from 
and use a 
wider range oftools and 
equipment to perform 
practical tasks (cutting, 
joining and finishing). -  

Computing 
Computer Science                 Information Technology                   Digital Literacy 

PE Striking and Fielding 

Year 5 Unit 4 

 

Net/Wall games 

Year 5 Unit 1 

Trampolining and 
games 

 

Individually work 
through British 
Gymnastics Awards – 
Each child working on 
own level 

 

Games – holding 
activities – parachute 
games, tag games, 
small sided games 

Invasion Games  and 
Skills 

Year 5 Unit 2 

OAA  -  

Outdoor team/individual 
activities and challenges 

 

Map reading -  School 
grounds 

Athletics:- 

Running 

Throwing 

Jumping 
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R.E Why do some people 
believe God exists? 

 Why do people pray?  What makes some 
places sacred? 

Who is Jewish and what 
do they believe? 

 What does it mean to 
be a Hindu in Britain 
today? 

 What can we learn from 
religions about deciding 
what is right and wrong? 

Music 
Composing                                        Performing                              Listening and Context 
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Year 6  Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer2 

 The Hunters and the 

Hunted: Prehistoric 

Britain Archaeological 

Adventures. 

Rain Forest 

Explorers: The 

Americas 

Fantastic Femals WW2 Healthy Humans 

and Bodies 

The Mayan 

Civilisation  

Science Light & sound can be 

reflected & absorbed 

and enable us to see & 

hear  

 

 

 

Living things can be 

classified according 

to observable 

features  

 

 

Living things 

exhibit variation 

and adaptation and 

these may lead to 

evolution.  

 

Electricity  

 

The human body 

has a number of 

systems, each with 

its own function.   

 

Pure substances & 

mixtures 

Know that some 

materials will 

dissolve in liquid to 

form a solution, and 

describe how to 

recover a 

substance from a 

solution 

History Inventors 

 

Historical understanding 

make links between 

events and changes; 

giving reasons for them 

and explaining the result. 

 

 The Chanaging 

British Monarchy 

Place events, 

people and changes 

into correct 

periods oftime and 

the periods of time 

in chronological 

order. 

 

 

WW2 

Historical 

understanding 

Understands 

abstract terms 

such as empire, 

civilisation, 

parliament and 

peasantry. 

(propaganda) 

Famous explorers 

Can place events, 

people and changes 

into correct 

periods of time and 

the periods of time 

in chronological 

order. 

 

 

The Mayan 

Civilisation  

Can examine 

periods in world 

history; identifying 

contrasts with and 

influences on 

British society at 

the time. 

 

 

Geography  Rainforests – the 

Amazon Basin 

Climate zones 

Water cycle 

Rivers. 

 World war II – 

Allied countries 

 Fair Trade – 

developing 

countries. 
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Art Shadow theatres 

Art and Light 

Rainforest Art work 

Construct group 

dioramas illustrating 

the different layers 

that make up a 

rainforest. 

Portraits Chalk and Charcoal  

Illustration 

Propaganda Posters 

Silhouettes 

Deaf Artists 

 

Design, paint and 

make a class or 

school Maya codex 

on ‘tree bark’. 

 

Weave a fabric in 

the Maya style and 

make pots. 

 

D&T Inventions 

 

 Design and make an 

air raid shelter 

Music Composing                                        Performing                              Listening and Context 

Computing Computer Science                 Information Technology                   Digital Literacy  

PE       

RE Believing 

A) Inspirational 
people 
Muhammad 2.4 
 
B) Inspirational 
people 2.5 

B) How and why do 
Christians follow 
Jesus 

 

Expressing 
A) Journey of life and 
death 2.12 
 
B) Symbols and 
religious expression 
Christian 2.7 
A&B Christmas 

Living 
A) Beliefs in action in 
the world 2.16 
 
B) Religion and the 
individual – ethical 
questions 2.13 

Believing 
A) Teaching and 
authority 2.6 
 
B) Beliefs and 
questions – creative 
arts response 2.1 
A&B Easter 2.2 

Expressing 
A) worship, 
pilgrimage, and 
special places 2.11 
 
B) Symbols and 
religious expression 
2.9 

Living 
A) Religion, family, 
and community 2.15 
 
B) Religion, family, 
and community 2.14 

 


